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We Must Renounce False,Beliefs 
and Denounce Evil Practices 


to attack vigorously every principle that is not from 

God. God has no use for the weak-kneed, the spineless, 
for the man who is on either side of the fence that ap- 
pears the most popular. “Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy 
voice like a trumpet, and show my people their trans- 
gression, and the house of Jacob their sins,” was the com- 
mand to the astute Isaiah. 

Dr. Moffatt translates II Cor. 4:2 in the following 
manner: “Hence, as I hold this ministry by God’s mercy 
to me, I never lose heart in it; I disown those practices 
which very shame conceals from view; I do not go about 
it craftily; I do not falsify the word of God; I state the 
truth openly and so commend myself to every man’s con- 
science before God.” Paul says: “I disown those prac- 
tices which very shame conceals from view; I do not go 
about it craftily,” I am open and above board; “I do not 
falsify the word of God,” but I am honest and sincere in 
all that I do and say. 

And Paul reveals that he has much at stake, much that 
impels him to take a bold and uncompromising stand for 
truth and righteousness. “Seeing we have this ministry, 
we faint not, but have renounced the hidden things of dis- 
honesty.” Likewise this hope of future reward that is 
ours gives us the strength and courage to renounce the 
hidden things of dishonesty, to renounce the things the 
world believe, not walking in craftiness, nor handling the 
word of God deceitfully. 

God demands pureness in the doctrine. Paul showed 
this in his letter to Timothy: “If any man teach other- 
wise, and consent not to the wholesome words, even the 
words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which 
is according to godliness; he is proud, knowing nothing, 
but doting about questions and strifes of words, whereof 
cometh envy, strife, railings, evil surmisings, perverse 
disputings of men of corrupt minds, and destitute of the 
truth, supposing that gain is godliness: from such with- 
draw thyself” (I Tim. 6: 3—5). In other words, renounce. 

Only those who truly love life, those who use their rea- 
soning powers in a practical way, and who have great 
reverence for the Word of God, will renounce the hidden 
things of dishonesty, renounce everything that is not of 
God. God will have only those who are true. 


[' IS the duty of each of God’s spokesmen to renounce, 


Jesus Both Renounced and Denounced 


Over nineteen hundred years ago Jesus, addressing the 
people, did some renouncing and denouncing. He re- 
nounced every way of His own. He denounced or dis- 
avowed His privilege to speak His own words, when He 
said: “For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father 
which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I should 
say, and what I should speak. And I know that his com- 
mandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak there- 
fore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speak” (John 
12: 49, 50). And His renunciation was so complete that 
He never did His own will, but did always those things 


that pleased His Father. Now always is a rather broad 
term, but let us see if that is not what Jesus said. “And 
he that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me 
alone; for I do always those things that please him” 
(John 8: 29). 

And such a complete resignation to the will of the Fa- 
ther made it necessary for Him to denounce. He said: 
“Woe unto you, lawyers!” The lawyers of that day were 
the expounders of the law of Moses, the teachers of reli- 
gion, the preachers of that day. They were supposed to 
be versed in the law of God, but Jesus spoke to them 
plainly and accusingly, and said: “Woe unto you, law- 
yers! for ye have taken away the key of knowledge: ye 
entered not in yourselves, and them that were entering 
in ye hindered” (Luke 11:52). Here was an edict from 
the high and lofty God through His beloved Son Jesus 
against those who steal away the Word of God from their 
neighbor. Though they pretended to get it from God, they 
are thieves and robbers; hence God is against them. 
“Therefore, behold, I am against the prophets, saith the 
Lord, that use their tongues, and say, he saith” (Jer. 23: 
30, 31). And if Jesus were here today He would say, Woe 
to the lawyers, just as He did when on earth before. 


As Loyal Servants of God We too Must Renounce all Untruth 


We must renounce the hidden things of dishonesty, and 
it is dishonest to teach one thing as coming from God 
which you cannot read in His Word. Renounce such a 
faith, disown it, throw it away, and believe only what can 
be read. 

Much that is taught by organized religion is untrue. 
It is our duty to compare existing doctrines with the 
Bible, and determine what is truth, and renounce every- 
thing that is false. We read in I John 4:1, “Beloved, be- 
lieve not every spirit, but try the spirits [or teachers] 
whether they are of God: because many false prophets are 
gone out into the world.” And John had something more 
to say about the importance of pure doctrine: “If there 
come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive 
him not into your house [or ecclesia], neither bid him 
God speed: for he that biddeth him God speed is par- 
taker of his evil deeds” (II John 10, 11). 

One of the fables taught by these false teachers is that 
heaven is to be the future home of the righteous, that 
at death or at some other time the spirit or soul leaves 
the body and flies away into some ethereal region above. 
In the Sermon on the Mount Jesus said: “Blessed are the 
meek: for they shall inherit the earth.” Shall we believe 
Jesus or men? And He said again in Rev. 5:10, “Thou 
hast made us unto our God kings and priests: and we 
shall reign on the earth.”’ Now to teach contrary to this 
is dishonest, and the man so teaching must be denounced. 

Jesus said again in John 138: 33, “Little children, yet a 
little while I am with you. Ye shall seek me: and as I said 
to the Jews, Whither I go ye cannot come; so now I say 
to you.” Jesus went to heaven, and He said, “Whither I 
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go ye cannot come.” For us to doubt this is dishonest, we 
are making Jesus a liar. 

It is dishonest to teach that Christ has accomplished all 
the work for us, leaving us nothing to do, when Paul com- 
mands that we “work out our own salvation with fear 
and trembling.” Christ simply left the example that we 
might follow in His footsteps. He worked out His own 
salvation as an example to us. In that way He showed us 
how that it could be done, but He did not do it for us. He 
accomplished the work only for Himself. He showed us the 
steps to take, but He did not take them for us. He did not 
do the work for us so as to save us the trouble of doing 
it for ourselves. In Phil. 1: 29, 30 Paul made it plain that 
Christ did not do the work for us but that we must take 
part in the same suffering as did He: “For unto you it is 
given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on Him, 
but also to suffer for his sake; having the same conflict 
which ye saw in me, and now hear to be in me.” All were 
to have the same conflict that Paul had, and he had the 
same conflict that Jesus had during His earthly pilgrim- 
age. 

Many people quote, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and thou shalt be saved,” as though those words implied 
the simple act of believing in Jesus as a man and a per- 
sonal Saviour. But belief covers much, much more. Not 
only are we to believe in Him but we are to suffer for 
His sake. We each must suffer the death of the old man 
of the flesh. Each must take up his cross daily and die to 
sin as Christ died to sin. The Christian life is a conflict, 
a constant battle between two opposing forces, the old na- 
ture and the new. 

Genuine belief in Christ, the Son of God, will impel the 
believer to act. His whole life will affect his belief. He 
will not think or talk the same as he did before his con- 
version. He will not care to look at the same sights or lis- 
ten to the same sounds. His entire life pattern will be 
changed. The Apostle Paul says of such: “If any man be 
in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed 
away; behold, all things are become new” (II Cor. 5: 
17). He tells us in Gal. 5: 17 of the warfare that must be 
waged in this conflict with the old nature: “For the flesh 
lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the 
flesh: and these are contrary, the one to the other, so that 
ye cannot do the things that ye would.” 

Belief in Christ, or the Truth which He personifies, 
cannot be separated from suffering. Indeed, who ever be- 
lieved on Him without suffering? This belief will en- 
gender conflict, a battle with the lower nature, the war- 
ring of the two most extreme forces within a man: the 
aspiration to reach upward toward God, and the inclina- 
tion to cling to the dust level. One force is superior, up- 
right, scrupulous, spiritual; the other subtle, insidious 
and ruthless. “The carnal mind is enmity against God; 
for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can 
be” (Rom. 8:7). All future glory is conditional upon 
suffering, and it must be unto death. And any doctrine 
contrary to this must be renounced as a hidden work of 
dishonesty. 

When the Apostle Paul was with the Church at Philippi 
they were able at first hand to observe the conflict going 
on in his life; they saw him laboring to keep his own 
body in subjection, lest when he had preached to others 
he himself should be a castaway; and now in his absence 
men and women can read of that same conflict, thereby 
being encouraged to emulate his worthy example. He had 


a cross of self-denial to bear, and he bore it triumphantly 
to the end of life. He even gloried in the cross by 
which the world was crucified to him and he unto the 
world. He knew that he was accomplishing the greatest 
task that a human being can possibly perform. And to us 
it is given to glory in that same conflict. It is a cross for 
the natural mind to control the temper at all times, even 
under trying circumstances. It is a cross to subdue pride, 
to keep the feeling of self-importance always in check and 
not think of ourselves above our measure, but all these 
accomplishments enter into the working out of our salva- 
tion with fear and trembling. 

And not only did Paul employ the word “conflict” in 
defining Christian living, but he also used the term “trib- 
ulation,” yes, “much tribulation.” In Acts 14:21, 22 is 
recorded the narrative of the return visit of Paul and 
Barnabas to Lystra, Iconium, and Antioch. “And when 
they had preached the gospel to that city, and had taught 
many, they returned again to Lystra, and to Iconium, and 
to Antioch, confirming the souls of the disciples, and ex- 
horting them to continue in the faith, and that we must 
through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.” 
This doesn’t sound much like Christ doing all the work 
for us, leaving us nothing to do for ourselves. That theory 
is untrue and must be renounced. 

Through much tribulation we must enter the Kingdom 
of God. There is no such thing as reclining on couches 
of ivory and gaining eternal life, or of being carried to 
the prize on beds of roses. Each must work to gain the 
goal, each must sail the bloody seas of self-denial for him- 
self. We repeat, it is through much tribulation that we 
enter the Kingdom of God. 

Now God says RENOUNCE. Do not silently acquiesce, 
do not consent to unwholesome words. Do not speak just 
to tickle men’s fancy, but speak forth the words of truth 
and soberness. “If any man teach otherwise, and consent 
not to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, he is proud, knowing nothing,” and 
must be denounced as such. The command is: “Go from 
the presence of a foolish man, when thou perceivest not 
in him the lips of knowledge” (Prov. 14:7). Do not sup- 
port his false teachings by your presence, but witness 
against him and go from him. “Thou therefore, my son, 
be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus” (II Tim. 
2:1). We must be strong to renounce error, and bold 
to proclaim the truth. 


God’s Spokesmen Always Denounced Evil 


Paul showed himself strong in this respect in his 
Epistle to Titus, first Bishop of the Church at Crete, when 
he said: “For there are many unruly and vain talkers 
and deceivers, . .. whose mouths must be stopped, who 
subvert whole houses, teaching things which they ought 
not, for filthy lucre’s sake. One of themselves, even a 
prophet of their own, said, The Cretians are always liars, 
evil beasts, slow bellies. This witness is true. Wherefore 
rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the 
faith. ... They profess that they know God; but in works 
they deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and 
unto every good work reprobate” (Titus 1: 10—13, 16). 
Paul was not afraid to use scathing terms where those 
terms fitted. 

Moses denounced Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, when he 
said, “Ye take too much upon you, ye sons of Levi.” And 
the earth opened and swallowed them up. 
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The Lord, speaking through Jeremiah, said: ‘“There- 
fore, behold, I am against the prophets, saith the Lord, 
that steal my words every one from his neighbor. Behold, 
I am against the prophets, saith the Lord, that use their 
tongues, and say, He saith” (Jer. 23:30, 31). 

God, speaking through the Prophet Ezekiel, denounced, 
when He said: What mean ye, that ye use this proverb 
concerning the land of Israel, saying, “The fathers have 
eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on 
edge?” (Ezek. 18: 2). 

Jesus denounced the scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites 
that they were, when He said: “Woe unto you, scribes 
and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the kingdom 
of heaven against men: for ye neither go in yourselves, 
neither suffer ye them that are entering to go in.” “Woe 
unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye pay 
tithe of mint and anise and cummin, and have omitted 
the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and 


faith. .. . Ye make clean the outside of the cup and of 
the platter, but within they are full of extortion and 
excess ... for ye are like unto whited sepulchers, which 


indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full of 
dead men’s bones, and of all uncleanness” (Matt. 23: 13, 
23, 25, 27), God wants our lives to agree with our pro- 
fessions. If they do not He will condemn us for our 
hypocrisy. 

Paul denounced the high priest Ananias who was sit- 
ting to judge him by the law and commanded him to be 
smitten contrary to the law. It was at the time of Paul’s 
skirmish with his countrymen at Jerusalem after his un- 
fortunate affair in the temple when on the seventh day of 
his purification he was recognized as the former Saul, 
the man whom they counted as the master of the turn- 
coats for becoming a Christian, and they tried to take his 
life. 

And God Himself denounced when of the wicked He 
asked the question: “What hast thou to do to declare my 
statutes, or that thou shouldest take my covenant in thy 
mouth? Seeing thou hatest instruction and castest my 
words behind thee. When thou sawest a thief, then thou 
consentedst with him, and hast been partaker with adul- 
terers” (Ps. 50: 16—18). Speaking again through the 
Prophet Isaiah God denounced when He said: “When ye 
come to appear before me, who hath required this at 
your hand, to tread my courts? Bring no more vain obla- 
tions; incense is an abomination unto me; the new moons 
and sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot away 
with; it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting” (ch. 1: 12, 
13). 

And Jesus will denounce, or accuse, and condemn, at 
Judgment Day. To all who have said, “Lord, Lord,” with- 
out doing the things He commands, He will say: “I never 
knew you, depart from me: ye that work iniquity.” Jesus 
never told an untruth, and He will not tell an untruth 
when we stand before the great Assize, and if we have 
not done well He will never say to us, “Well done, good 
and faithful servant.” 


God’s Leaders Have Always Renounced False Teaching 
and Denounced Evil 


They have never winked at evil, they have never con- 
doned it, they have never tried to cover it up or make out 
it was non-existent. Evil was evil, no matter how careful- 
ly it was camouflaged or concealed, or how well it was 


hidden. The prophet speaking for the Almighty said: “He 
that separateth the precious from the vile, he shall be as 
my mouth” (Jer. 15:19). God doesn’t want evil soft- 
pedaled or covered up. He doesn’t want His leaders to 
whitewash the evil over or try to make out it does not 
exist. Jesus denounced the Pharisees who outwardly ap- 
peared righteous before men, they were like whited sep- 
ulchers, but were within full of dead men’s bones and all 
uncleanness, They were hypocrites, they were wolves in 
sheep’s clothing. They professed to know God but in 
works they denied Him, “being abominable, disobedient, 
and unto every good work reprobate.” 


Self Denunciation — the Real Test 


It is much harder to denounce evil in ourselves than in 
others. But here is the Christian’s real work. The evil 
within forms a large part of the things of dishonesty that 
we try so hard to hide. We hope it is hidden so deeply 
that others will not observe it. We even carry our hiding 
so far that our better self barely dares to expose our 
worse self in its true light. Every way of man being right 
in his own eyes, it is difficult to be honest when judging 
ourselves. Whatever we do looks right, whatever our 
brother does may look wrong. The splinter in our eye 
would look like a plank if it were in our brother’s eye. 
Let us be exceedingly careful that we do not deceive 
ourselves, or handle the word of God deceitfully. 

Let us be watchful lest the springs of dishonesty hid- 
den so deeply within our human make-up lead us astray. 
Let us be alert lest we handle the word of God deceitfully 
when it applies to our own conduct, or would curtail our 
freedom to think, speak, and act as we please. The carnal 
mind is crafty, let us guard against that craftiness, 
against the tendency to dodge the facts, looking ourselves 
squarely in the eye, seeing ourselves no better than our 
daily living merits. 

The renouncing of false beliefs and evil practices re- 
solves itself to one word—honesty. Strict honesty with 
ourselves, our brethren, our God, forms the center and 
circumference of true religion. If we are willing to face 
every issue squarely, cloaking nothing that is evil, con- 
cealing nothing that is base, though it expose weakness 
in ourselves, our friends, our brethren, we shall be be- 
loved of God and ultimately win the favor of the godly. 





WORK LOYALLY 


Just where you stand in the conflict 
There is your place! 

Just where you think you are useless 
Hide not your face! 

God placed you there for a purpose, 
Whate’er it be; 

Think He has chosen you for a purpose, 
Work loyally. 


Gird on your armor! Be faithful, 
At toil or rest, 
Whiche’er it be, never doubting, 
God’s way is best. 
Out in the night, or on picket, 
Stand firm and true; 
This is the work which your Master 
Gives you to do. Sel. 





SERIES: 





PART EIGHT 


The Great Apostasy 
—or Departure from True Religion— 


A Cry at Midnight 


E SHALL expect to find an event of such prime 

\X / importance as the ending of the Apostasy—prin- 

cipal event in a millennium and a half of time— 
to be deserving of much recognition on the pages of Holy 
Writ. Indeed, had not that dark night been terminated, 
there could have been no people prepared to meet the 
Lord in these latter days, the earth fit only to be smitten 
with a curse. Measuring the end of the Apostasy in hu- 
man effort involved, it could well be classed as the apex 
of achievement in the entire 6,000 years. Abraham, ven- 
erable father of the faithful, walked before God and 
became perfect, but the visible angel instructed him. 
Moses led a vast, barbarous horde from Egypt to the 
promised land, from slavery to a self-governing nation, 
but supernatural powers were delegated to him to make 
the Red Sea dry land, to draw water from the rock. 
Daniel, tower of strength in a strange land, kept himself 
free from the evils of the Chaldean court, but Gabriel 
who stood in the presence of God was his frequent visit- 
ant to impart skill and understanding, to inform him in 
endearing tones, “thou art greatly beloved.” Christ lived 
a life of matchless obedience, but a faithful mother in- 
structed Him from infancy. Paul, chiefest of the apostles, 
made the most rapid transformation in history from 
persecutor of the Christians to the persecuted, but Jesus 
Christ in His immortal glory appeared to him on the 
Damascus road. He was the world’s most indefatigable 
missionary, but at such crucial moments of his career as 
the Euroclydon storm which threatened shipwreck, the 
angel of the Lord stood by to comfort, protect, and in- 
struct. The man on the furthermost bank of the river 
was a wonder in that he held on to truth alone, unaided 
by direct angelic communication, but he had an unbroken 
line of believers behind him; both pure doctrine and 
holy example were his heritage. 

The latter-day wonder who brought an end to the Apos- 
tasy had no angel to impart skill and understanding, no 
supernatural power to convince the people of the justice of 
his mission, no teachers at home or abroad to impress 
truth upon his young mind, but only fables and tradition; 
and yet with the Bible his only counselor he rediscovered 
the holy faith that had been lost for twelve and a half 
centuries. As Jesus relates the narrative: 

“At midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bride- 
groom cometh; go ye out to meet him” (Matt. 25: 6). 

When the entire religious world was wrapped in deep 
spiritual slumber, oblivious to the near return of Christ 
the Bridegroom and totally unaware of the preparation 
necessary, this stalwart pioneer of the faith sounded the 
alarm that shall echo till the end of the age, Behold the 
Bridegroom cometh; get ready to meet Him. 

This demand for moral readiness to meet the Bride- 
groom fell on the world as a strange, unwelcome sound. 
Yet how reasonable the proposition when we consider it 
from a logician’s standpoint. Could Christ, the perfect 
Bridegroom, be expected to select a wife less virtuous 


than Himself? With the proposed wedlock for eternity, 
could He risk her infidelity or disloyalty? Surely He 
would have only the best—wise virgins who in the lan- 
guage of His own stipulations are clad in “fine linen, clean 
and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of 
saints” (Rev. 19:8). And when that marriage takes 
place, the angel choir in attendance will sing, “The wife 
hath made herself ready.” She shall have formed the char- 
acter which a thousand deaths on Calvary could not have 
accomplished for her. When the Bridegroom returns, she 
herself will be holding aloft the lamp of a righteous life, 
well trimmed and burning bright. 

We entreat of everyone who may chance to read this 
little work, everyone who aspires to live in an age better 
than this, everyone who seeks a life where fatigue, 
sorrow, sickness, disappointment, in fact every form of 
mortal discomfort shall be unknown, to get ready to 
meet the Bridegroom. Trim your lamps and fill them with 
oil—with faith, confidence, assurance that He will come. 
Robe yourselves in the finest of linen, in a character 
which Christ will be pleased to smile upon when He re- 
turns. 

One might amass a fortune and lose it by unwise in- 
vestment; another store up the wisdom of the ages, per- 
haps only to be smitten with insanity; or reap the plaudits 
of a nation for political sagacity, only to risk their hisses 
tomorrow. But righteous character formed shall endure 
forever; the eternal ages are its own to blossom and bear 
fruit. 


THE TRUMPET OF THE LORD SOUNDS AGAIN 


We have seen the Apostasy portrayed by the Prophet 
Joel in the figure of utter desolation caused by the de- 
structive Roman power. This is recorded in the first chap- 
ter of his prophecy. In the second chapter he introduces 
the latter-day renaissance of truth with the blast of a 
trumpet. This is the trumpet of the Lord which alerts the 
church to the existence of evil, internal and external (Isa. 
58:1), which musters the soldiers of God to battle against 
the hosts of sin, “against spiritual wickedness in high 
places” (Eph. 6:12), against every thought that exalts 
itself against the knowledge of God (II Cor. 10:4, 5). 
This trumpet of the Lord, with its insistent demands from 
the Word, had been silent for 1,260 years, replaced by 
man-made slumber songs, such as, “Do the best you can,” 
“Jesus paid it all,” etc. But now that trumpet is heard 
again. 

“Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in 
my holy mountain: let all the inhabitants of the land 
tremble: for the day of the Lord cometh, for it is nigh at 
hand” (Joel 2:1). 

When is the Apostasy terminated by this alarm from 
the trumpet of the Lord? Joel is specific. When that 
trumpet is again heard in the land after centuries of 
silence, then the day of the Lord is nigh at hand. Joel 
continues: 
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“Therefore also now, saith the Lord, turn ye even to 
me with all your heart, and with fasting, and with weep- 
ing, and with mourning: and rend your heart, and not 
your garments, and turn unto the Lord your God: for he 
is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great 
kindness, and repenteth him of the evil... . 

“Blow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a sol- 
emn assembly: gather the people, sanctify the congrega- 
tion, assemble the elders, gather the children, and those 
that suck the breasts: let the bridegroom go forth of his 
chamber, and the bride out of her closet” (vs. 12—16). 

According to the trumpet, the people of God must be 
gathered together, the more swiftly to prepare for 
Christ’s return, When this command was carried out by 
the forming of the latter-day Church, then the congrega- 
tion could be sanctified, or, in the language of Daniel, the 
cleansing of the sanctuary began (Dan. 8: 14) ; the work 
of rending the heart and not the garment had its inception. 

In this study we have seen the sanctuary or people of 
God (Ps. 114: 2) cast down (Dan. 8:11), and again re- 
stored; the daily sacrifice or death to sin taken away, and 
then set up. 

How effective is the trumpet of the Lord after the days 
of darkness? Its long silence neither tarnished the in- 
strument nor impaired the tones, for it produces the 
same results after the darkness as before (if not numeri- 
cally, then in quality, at least). Note carefully: It is in 
the last days, after Apostasy, that membership for the 
bride of Christ is completed, so that the bride is ready to 
go forth from her closet to meet Christ the Bridegroom. 
Therefore, in order to effect the same results after Apos- 
tasy as before (that is, the development of the bride 
class), the trumpet which initiates the preparation must 
necessarily sound the same message. 


SPRING FOR THE FIG TREE 


Perhaps the most beautiful description of the ending 
of the Apostasy is to be found in the simile of the reawak- 
ened earth in springtime: 

“Lo, the winter is past, 

the rain is over and gone; 

the flowers appear on the earth; 

the time of the singing of birds is come, 

and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land; 

the fig tree putteth forth her green figs, 

and the vines with the tender grape give a good smell” 
(Song of Solomon 2: 11—13). 


“Fear not, O land; be glad and rejoice: for the Lord 
will do great things. Be not afraid, ye beasts of the field: 
for the pastures of the wilderness do spring, for the tree 
beareth her fruit, the fig tree and the vine do yield their 
strength” (Joel 2: 21, 22). 

The very selection of symbols assures the certainty of 
the ending of the Apostasy. If man ever saw a winter 
that did not give place to spring, then might that Apos- 
tasy likewise be unending. But, conversely, by nature’s 
unalterable decree, by the prediction of the Sacred Vol- 
ume, and by the testimony of the living latter-day Church, 
“the winter is past.” The voice of the turtledove is heard 
in the land, the fig tree is revived and the earth produces 
fruit. 

By the identical symbol, Jesus expresses the same truth 
in Matthew 24 and Luke 21. The disciples had asked the 


Master a question vital to them, and doubly vital to us: 

“Tell us .. . what shall be the sign of thy coming, and 
of the end of the world” (Matt. 24:3). 

In answer Jesus outlined the history of the ages from 
His day to our own. He told of impending persecution 
(v. 9), of the preaching of the gospel to the Roman world 
and the fulfillment of the Apostolic commission (v. 14) 
and the end of the Jewish age; of the destruction of Jeru- 
salem by Titus (vs. 15—20) ; of the great Apostasy (vs. 
21, 22) ; and the time of the end (vs. 23—44). Concern- 
ing the Apostasy He said, 

“Then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since 
the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall 
be. And except those days should be shortened, there 
should no flesh be saved: but for the elect’s sake those 
days shall be shortened.” 

Then, He gave two unmistakable signs of His second 
advent: one sign to be visible in the nations; the other in 
the Church. In the world, the era of His return would be 
marked by political, social and economic turmoil. 

“There shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and 
in the stars; and upon the earth distress of nations, with 
perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring; men’s hearts 
failing them for fear, and for looking after those things 
which are coming on the earth: for the powers of heaven 
shall be shaken. And then shall they see the Son of man 
coming in a cloud with power and great glory” (Luke 21: 
25—27). 

In the Church the productivity of the fig tree would 
mark the end of the age. 

“And he spoke to them a similitude. See the fig tree, 
and all the trees: When they now shoot forth their fruit, 
you know that summer is nigh; so you also, when you 
shall see things come to pass, know that the kingdom of 
God is at hand” (vs. 29—31, Douay). 

Today, with the Apostasy forever in the past, and with 
the second advent rushing upon us, the pressing question 
is, Are we bearing fruit? The nations are fulfilling one 
phase of this two-fold sign with letter-perfect accuracy: 
Men’s hearts are failing them for fear, knowing that by 
one stroke of the aggressor civilization could perish in 
a day. What of us? Are we, men and women who profess 
to form the true Church, producing matured fruit which 
is the other great sign of the second advent? Are we part 
of that productive fig tree whose ripening fruit betokens 
the arrival of summer and the nearness of the harvest? 
Are the fruits of holiness, of kindness, patience, love, 
loyalty, sincerity, maturing in our lives? The Master is 
counting on us to bear fruit. He comes to examine our 
yield. God grant that His return may find our lives richly 
laden with large choice clusters, lest He sever us from the 
vine and we wither and perish forever from off the good 
earth. 


Next Issue: JONAH AND THE WHALE. 





In this world it is not what we take up, but what we 
give up, that makes us rich. 


There is no better way to take the irk out of work than 
to put love into it. 


Friendship improves happiness and abates misery by 
doubling our joy and dividing our grief. 
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THE MILLENNIAL REIGN OF CHRIST AND THE SAINTS 


} ee spectacle of the star-filled sky as viewed on a clear 
dark night is not the work of mere chance. Each of 
those celestial bodies making up that glorious display 
was especially designed and created to occupy the position 
in the immensity of space which it now occupies. The 
Eternal God designed and created them all. Likewise the 
sun that gives light by day and the moon that shines at 
night give evidence of the power and ability of the same 
mighty Being. The earth itself is not here by chance, the 
product of the workings of the wild forces of nature; it, 
too, had a designer and Creator. Man himself is no excep- 
tion in the creative scheme. He also felt the touch of the 
creative fingers of the great God who “giveth to all life, 
and breath, and all things” (Acts 17: 25). 

Our reason would suggest that He who created all these 
things, and man, must have had some definite purpose in 
creating them, and revelation agrees with our reason, 
and states unequivocally that He has a plan, and that 
plan is to fill the earth with His glory (Num. 14: 21), 
ultimately making it a part of Heaven itself. This latter 
part of the plan is revealed in the words of the Lord’s 
Prayer, “Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth 
as it is in heaven.” When the earth is filled with right- 
eous people, and His will is done here as it is done in 
Heaven, we shall indeed have heaven on earth. 

The Prophet Habakkuk (2:14) adds another feature 
of interest. Not only shall the earth be filled with the 
glory of the Lord, but with the “knowledge of the glory 
of the Lord” as well. For the glory of the Lord to fill the 
earth is one thing, but for earth’s inhabitants to see, 
recognize, and submit to God’s new and better order is 
quite another. Dr. Moffatt in his translation words it a 
little differently: “’tis the knowledge of the Eternal’s 
glory that shall fill the earth as waters cover the bed 
of the sea.” The Prophet Jeremiah was depicting this 
same time when he said, “And they shall teach no more 
every man his neighbor, and every man his brother, say- 
ing, Know the Lord: for they shall all know me, from the 
least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord” 
(31:34). 

To transform the earth from its present imperfect 
state to the state where God’s glory shall fill it, will take 
time. The six days of creating and the seventh day when 
God rested from His labors, in the allegory of Creation in 
the first of Genesis, like the six days of labor followed by 
the seventh of rest in the law given to Moses on Sinai, 
typified seven thousand-year periods: six thousand years 
preceding the Millennium, and the seventh or Millennial 
Day of rest. During this thousand-year Day of rest, sin 
and evil shall be bound and the knowledge of God’s glory 
can freely spread over the earth. Even this will be but a 
foretaste of the greater glory to follow on the eighth day, 
the dawn of Eternity for this planet, when the earth, 
having rolled forth from the hand of the Creator as His 
finished handiwork, shall be filled to overflowing with 
His glory. 

Conditions that will prevail during that glorious Mil- 
lennial Day are vividly pictured to us prophetically 
throughout the Word. Physical suffering will be practic- 
ally unknown to the inhabitants of that glorious age, and 
the life span shall be greatly lengthened. The Prophet 


Isaiah gives us this information: “And I will rejoice in 
Jerusalem, and joy in my people: and the voice of weep- 
ing shall be no more heard in her, nor the voice of crying. 
There shall be no more thence an infant of days, nor an 
old man that hath not filled his days: for the child shall 
die a hundred years old; but the sinner being a hun- 
dred years old shall be accursed” (65: 19, 20). The knowl- 
edge of God’s glory will be so widely diffused that every 
one living will understand and obey the laws of life, re- 
sulting in the realization of the aforementioned prophecy. 

In life as it is today, a man may build himself a fine 
home and premature death may prevent his ever living 
in it; but in this same chapter of Isaiah we are assured 
such an untimely end will be a thing unknown in that 
New Era: “And they shall build houses, and inhabit 
them; and they shall plant vineyards, and eat the fruit 
of them. They shall not build, and another inhabit; they 
shall not plant, and another eat: for as the days of a tree 
are the days of my people, and mine elect shall long en- 
joy the work of their hands” (vs. 21, 22). 

During that blessed Millennium the knowledge of good 
government shall have been imparted to the 144,000 
“kings and priests” (Rev. 5:10), who will be reigning 
with Jesus. The favoritism and intrigue practiced by the 
political groups of earth today will be unknown then, 
for the promise is, “I will also make thy officers peace, 
and thine exactors righteousness” (Isa. 60: 17). The laws 
will be strictly enforced. There will be no lawyers to pet- 
tifog for the transgressor, or judges that can be bought 
with a bribe. Sentence against an evil work shall be ex- 
ecuted speedily, causing men to learn righteousness 
(Eccl. 8:11). 

When the knowledge of the Lord’s glory fills the earth, 
men will be taught to live together in peace, and wars 
shall cease unto the ends of the earth (Ps. 46:9). “It 
shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of 
the Lord’s house shall be established in the top of the 
mountains. ... And many people shall go and say, Come 
ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the 
house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his 
ways and we will walk in his path. ... And he shall judge 
among the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and 
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their 
spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more” 
(Isaiah 2: 2—4). 

In that New Day there will not be a multiplicity of 
religious beliefs in the world but all shall be turned to the 
true religion. In support of this encouraging hope let us 
again quote Jer. 31:34. This time we shall quote from 
Dr. Moffatt’s translation and use the 33d verse as well: 
“. . this is the compact I make with Israel in the end; 
I will put my law within them, and write it on their 
hearts; and I will be a God to them, and they to me a 
people; no longer shall they have to teach their fellows, 
each instructing each how to know the Eternal; for they 
all shall know me, both the great and small... .” 

Considering the limitations of our mortal mind it is 
obvious that a complete knowledge of God’s glory is far 
beyond us in our present state of mental development. 
The Apostle Paul must have realized this when he said, 
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“Eye hath not seen nor ear heard, neither have entered 
into the heart of man, the things which God hath pre- 
pared for them that love him” (I Cor. 2:9). It will take 
an immortal mind to comprehend the knowledge of God’s 


glory which shall then fill the earth as the waters cover 
the sea. 





YOUR BIT 


§ Rese inhabitants of a certain village once scheduled 
a feast to commemorate a victory. To insure ade- 
quate refreshments, each villager agreed to pour one bot- 
tle of his best wine into a great cask. “If I fill my bottle 
with water,” reasoned one, “the dilution will be so slight 
that none will notice.” But when the feast commenced 
and the cask was tapped, nothing but water poured forth. 
Everybody in the village had figured alike: “My bit will 
not be missed!” 

Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” 
What we give of our lives in this day of salvation deter- 
mines our reward for Tomorrow, for, 


“Life is a mirror of king and slave 
"Tis just as we are and do. 
Give to the world the best you have, 
And the best will come back to you!” 


All too often we say, “I am too busy for that, I must 
prepare myself for future needs,” or, “I am too tired, let 
someone else do that.” Our excuses at times, come thick 
and fast. We say we are not qualified, or we do not want 
to be tied down, or we are not talented. Some of us may 
have the idea that anything we may have cannot be of 
very much importance to God, but we could not be fur- 
ther wrong. There is much that God has purposed that 
may be depending on us for its fulfillment. 

In our defense of our indifference, do we say, “We are 
small in number, our bit will not be missed”? When God 
wants to bring some great enterprise to achievement He 
begins by cutting down the numbers of adherents until 
He has a little solid core of people upon whom He can 
rely. He needs our contribution if His world is to become 
the kind of world He has ordained it shall be. 

Time is the cask into which we pour our bit. It is the 
raw material we use day by day to create life’s char- 
acter. Life and time for its living are God’s investments 
in us. Someday He will ask, “That time I gave you, twenty 
years, fifty years, seventy years, ninety years—now just 
what did you put into it?” Of course He will know, but 
He will want us to look into the record together. We are 
duty bound always to give back to God the time He has 
allotted to us and what will He find? a glorious life with 
shining faith, radiating enthusiasm and hope, or will the 
cask pour forth unbelief, discouragement, pessimism and 
doubt? 

Most of us give less than we are able. Cheerfulness is 
a talent which sheds brightness all around; neither dark 
clouds nor rain can dispel its happy influence. Honesty is 
a talent all can possess, not just honesty with our dollars 
and cents, but honesty of purpose, honesty of motives 
and actions. 

Let us remember Jesus gave all that He had. His ex- 
ample taught that we must love the Lord our God with all 


our heart, mind and strength. If loving God this way we 
shall not be stingy in our giving of humility, longsuffer- 
ing and tolerance. If we love God we will be generous to 
extol the virtues of others, generous with our time in His 
service and generous with our means to help His family. 
“Behold now is the accepted time; behold now is the day 
of salvation” (II Cor. 6:2). When the great cask is 
tapped either the insipid, tasteless water of our own ways 
or the pure unadulterated wine of right doing will flow 
out. 
“It is not the duty of the day, 
The race you ought to run, 
But just the good you need not do 
That earns the great Well Done! 
The willingness for love to go 
Beyond the second mile, 
The measure pressed and running o’er 
That wins the Master’s smile.” 





JOHN PHILIP SOUSA was once asked a simple question, 
“How do you compose a march?” 

His answer was, “The musician is actuated by a power 
beyond himself, so fleeting and intangible that it can- 
not be explained and I can only call it inspiration.” 

When Sousa composed the march, The Stars and Stripes 
Forever, he was on an ocean voyage. He said that sud- 
denly he sensed the rhythmic beating of this imaginary 
band in his ear which kept on ceaselessly unfolding the 
same theme echoing and re-echoing the same melody. 
When he reached shore at New York, he finally wrote it 
down; and never a note has been changed since. 

When Christ comes, those servants of His who have 
been actuated by a power beyond themselves, those who 
have kept this clear clarion call of truth beating in their 
ears, which has been echoed and re-echoed by the proph- 
ets, apostles and Jesus, they will be the instruments who 
will help to bring the nations into harmony, all stepping 
in union to a new tune when God beats time. 

But in order to be one of God’s geniuses we must be 
continually inspired by His truth so that we will be doers 
and not hearers only. 





O THOU, WHOSE COMPASSIONATE CARE 


O Thou, whose compassionate care 
Forbids my sad heart to complain, 
Now graciously teach me to bear 
The weight of affliction and pain. 
Though cheerless my days seem to flow, 
Though weary and wakeful my nights, 
What comfort it gives me to know 
’Tis the hand of the Father that smites. 


A tender physician Thou art, 
Who woundest in order to heal, 
And comfort divine dost impart 
To soften the anguish we feel. 
Oh, let this correction be blest, 
And answer Thy gracious design; 
Then grant that my soul may find rest 
In comforts so healing as Thine. 
—Selected. 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“The righteous cry, and the Lord heareth, and delivereth 
them out of all their troubles” (Psalm 34: 17). 


The Psalmist’s statement here is confined to the cry of 
the individual to the Father, and the promise which at- 
tends it, as well as the conditions attached to it. There is 
nothing new or different in principle in this verse, for its 
theme is stated in other places in the Scriptures in various 
ways. Here, however, it is given in all the simplicity and 
boldness possible. Only one condition is attendant. The 
cry must be that of the righteous. Stated the other way 
around, none else need to cry to the living God and ex- 
pect to be heard, or considered. No promise is given to 
them. And this is as we should expect of a righteous God 
who loves righteousness. 

The Prophet Isaiah states and restates this same theme 
in one figure after another in the first chapter. The feasts, 
the new moons, the vain oblations, the many prayers; 
every one is an iniquity before the Almighty. Sin is the 
difficulty. In the 16th verse He says, “Wash you, make you 
clean; put away the evil of your doings from before mine 
eyes; cease to do evil; learn to do well.” When we are sin- 
ful, nothing we can think, say or do is acceptable to God 
until we turn from that sin. Job tells us the same thing, 
in chapter 11: 13—15, “If thou prepare thine heart, and 
stretch out thine hands toward him; if iniquity be in 
thine hand, put it far away, and let not wickedness dwell 
in thy tabernacles. For then shalt thou lift up thy face 
without spot; yea, thou shalt be steadfast, and shalt not 
fear.” Job was not content to say put it away, but he 
says put iniquity far away, and we must not be content 
with less if we expect the Eternal to hear our cry. 

The apostle states in I John 5: 14, “. .. if we ask any- 
thing according to His will, He heareth us.” Our cry, 
then, cannot be that of the righteous if we are not ask- 
ing in accordance with His will. Jesus, in His hour of 
great trial in the garden of Gethsemane, prayed, “O my 
Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me: never- 
theless, not as I will, but as Thou wilt” (Matt. 26:39). 
In this very short prayer of only twenty-two words, the 
nine-word phrase, “nevertheless, not as I will, but as 
Thou wilt,” comprises very nearly half the entire prayer. 
How can the importance of this requirement fail to im- 
press itself upon us so that we will go and do likewise? 

Prayer is not so much a communication to God as it is 
a conditioning of self. God knows whereof we have need 
before we ask. But we have need of bringing ourself into 
a condition acceptable to God, not only to pray acceptably 
but to have a life and character acceptable to Him both 
now and in that Day when we shall be brought to account 
for the deeds done in the flesh. There are several things 
we learn about prayer elsewhere that throw a welcome 
light on the subject of the cry of the righteous. Jesus 
said in Luke 21:36, “Watch ye therefore, and pray al- 
ways, that ye may be accounted worthy... .” The prayer 
of the righteous is a constant attitude toward God of 
watchfulness and desire to please. In Matthew 6:6 He 


admonished, “But thou, when thou prayest, enter into 
thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy 
Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in 
secret shall reward thee openly.” Public prayer made just 
to be seen is not the cry of the righteous. And the next 
verses forbid vain repetitions. In Matthew 17 the disciples 
failed to cure the man possessed of a devil. After Jesus 
had healed the man He explained, “Howbeit this kind 
goeth not out but by prayer and fasting.” Fasting is often 
a necessary adjunct to the prayer of the righteous. 


When we come to the Lord hearing the cry of the right- 
eous, there are other conditions we must recognize. As 
surely as He promised to hear, He will certainly hear and 
will answer; but in His own way. Not only must we re- 
member that the All-wise, All-powerful Creator of all 
things would answer in the way that is best, but the cry 
of the righteous has asked Him to do just this. In this we 
must acknowledge that we may know but one thing about 
the answer, and that is that it will be the best, and will 
work out for our good. Through the Apostle Paul, God 
has promised this in Romans 8: 28. The answer may not 
be the one expected, or it may be delayed longer than ex- 
pected. It may be that the answer is not recognized, or 
the answer might be “No” and not accepted as the answer. 
Still again the answer might be a trial of character which 
we could not foresee, and not be exactly the success we 
had originally anticipated. 

Instances of answered prayer in the Scriptures are 
both interesting and instructive. The conspiracy against 
Daniel, recorded in chapter 6, tells that immediately after 
the decree was signed, Daniel entered into his house and 
prayed and gave thanks before his God as he did afore- 
time. Can we doubt that this righteous man of whom the 
Angel Gabriel said, “thou art greatly beloved,” prayed 
for a successful deliverance from his trial according to 
God’s will? He could not have been greatly beloved had 
not his life and prayers been in keeping with the com- 
mandments. And his deliverance after the testing was 
satisfactory. Cornelius, the devout centurion we read 
about in Acts 10, must have prayed for instruction and 
guidance, for that is what God sent, and we have the tes- 
timony that his prayers and alms had come up for a 
memorial before God. The 20th verse gives an example of 
prayer accompanied by fasting. What a wonderful answer 
to prayer Cornelius had: a vision, a visit from an apostle, 
instruction, and the gift of the Holy Spirit! And was it 
not a wonderful deliverance from his former condition 
of comparatively meager knowledge, with no foretaste 
of the heavenly things to come? 

Acts 27 recounts the two-weeks’ storm Paul experi- 
enced at sea on his way to Rome. Could a man of Paul’s 
godly character have failed to pray for deliverance ac- 
cording to God’s will during all those days and nights of 
constant danger? All that we know of him tells us he 
must have. The answer? “There stood beside me this night 
the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve, saying, 
Fear not, Paul; thou must stand before Caesar: and, lo, 
God hath given thee all them that sail with thee” (verses 
23, 24). And the deliverance (verse 44) : “And so it came 
to pass that they escaped all safe to land.” 

With these wonderful godly examples we can press on 
and make ourselves righteous so that God will hear our 
cry and give us that great deliverance from the troubles of 
mortality when the King of kings comes to claim His own. 





Your Questions Answered 


PERSONAL 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies to Biblical questions 
will be sent to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. The MErGIDDO MESSAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


If Christ did not die for our sins why do we read in Heb. 
9: 28 that He was offered to bear the sins of many? 


The definition of the word “bear” in the Greek Lexi- 
con is “to pardon or forgive,” also “to lead to a place of 
safety.” He pardons or forgives our sin on condition we 
die to sin as He died to sin (Rev. 3: 21). When the woman 
taken in transgression was brought to Jesus, His simple 
statement was: “Go and sin no more.” “If thou, Lord, 
shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand? But 
there is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be 
feared” (Ps. 130: 3, 4). When the Lord comes to reward 
every man according as his work shall be, if our lives 
have merited His forgiveness by the simple process of 
having sinned no more then He will lead us to a place of 


safety while His judgments cleanse the earth (Isa. 26: 
20, 21). 


Why was John sent to baptize with water? How could 
dipping them in water bring them to repentance? 


John baptized with water because bathing in water 
signified a preparation for prayer or sacrifice. John 
preached repentance and baptized those who would ac- 
cept baptism. Baptism was a sign of their belief that 
Christ was coming and of their repentance or willingness 
to receive Him when He came. Paul explained John’s bap- 
tism in Acts 19: 1—6. Note verse 4: “John verily bap- 
tized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the 
people, that they should believe on him which should come 
after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.” 

Just dipping them in water did not bring them to re- 
pentance, but it was their sign of acceptance of John’s 
preaching. Water baptism was also carried on by the 
apostles with somewhat different results. The Holy Spirit 
was given to those who were baptized. It ceased with the 
Apostolic Commission, about A. D. 70. 


Was the star that guided the “Wise Men” a heavenly 
planet? 


No, that would be physically impossible. God is a God 
of order; this wondrous universe is run by law and order. 
“Star,” in the Scriptural language, as well as in our com- 
mon speech, often refers to an individual of prominence, 
or, to quote a definition of “star,” “an illustrious person.” 
It was the angels who announced the birth of Christ to 
the shepherds and it was an angel who came down to 
guide the Wise Men to the young Child. 


Please explain Mark 5: 1—17. What was the devil in the 
case? 


This passage describes a man who was afflicted with 
insanity. It was an extreme case, and entirely beyond 
control by any then-known methods. However, Jesus, by 
employing divine power, was able to transfer the mental 
disorder from the man to a herd of swine which, we are 
told, ran violently down a steep cliff and into the sea. 
In conclusion we read that the man sat “clothed, and in 
his right mind.” This proves the “unclean spirit” or devil 
in the case to have been insanity. 
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CURRENT 


In the Bible the term “devil” means “an opposer, an 


adversary”; anything opposed to a healthy condition of 
body or mind. 


Is it wrong to serve in the armed forces? 


In the matter of war, we are commanded to do violence 
to no man (Luke 3:14; Matt. 26:52). We are con- 
scientious objectors to military service, as being opposed 
to the law of God; we do not serve in any branch of the 
armed forces, but will serve under civilian direction in 
work of national importance, such as industry, forestry; 
hospitals, ete. 


Does God heal today? 


The church does not have access to Holy Spirit power 
today which was the medium of instantaneous healing in 
the early church. However, it is a known fact that much 
physical disorder is caused by unwholesome attitudes, 
needless anxiety, frustration, etc. By adjusting our view- 
points, bringing our lives into harmony with the law of 
God, in short, conquering whatever sin lies at the seat of 
the trouble, physical infirmity caused by such mental dis- 
turbances can often be greatly improved, if not entirely 
restored. 

James 5 describes the healing which is available today 
in the absence of Holy Spirit power. “The prayer of faith 
shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and 
if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him. 
Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for an- 
other, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer 
of a righteous man availeth much.” 

Of course, other physical ailments which are not the 
direct result of sin demand medical attention. 


Is conscience an adequate guide? 


Conscience is a thing of education. For example: a de- 
voted Catholic would not enter a Protestant church be- 
cause his conscience is educated by that system of teach- 
ing. But God is the one to reward us; therefore His law 
is the supreme guide. The Psalmist fully describes it in 
chapter 119: 109, “My soul is continually in my hand: 
yet do I not forget thy law.” By comparing his life with 
the Word and reconciling his will to God’s he arrives at 
the proper course of action. When Jesus, our great ex- 
a’.ple, was tempted, He did not say His conscience spoke 
to Him, but, “It is written.” God’s law was guiding Him. 
It was the Father’s will that ruled His conscience, and 
must also rule ours. 


Luke 2: 41, 42 teaches that Joseph and Mary went to Jeru- 
salem yearly to attend the Passover feast. According to Luke 
2: 4 Joseph and Mary were at Bethlehem for the purpose of 
taxation and not the Passover at the time of Christ’s birth. 
Please explain. 


I Samuel 20:5, 6 teaches Bethlehem to have been the 
meeting place of the family of David for the yearly new 
moon feast. We take the position that Joseph and Mary 
who were both of the lineage of David had gathered with 
their relatives for this feast when Christ was born, and 
that it was their yearly custom to travel on to Jerusalem 
for the Passover feast which occurred fourteen days later. 
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The Christian’s Creed 


What though the labor of olives shall cease; 
And though the fields do not yield their increase; 

Yet we will trust in God; do His will; 

Let His Rod guide us still; 

And His law now fulfill. Yes, 
Although disease and drought ruin the fold, 
And only empty stalls we may behold, 

Yet we will never fear, but obey; 

God is near, and His way 

Is the best for us alway. 


What though misfortune should visit us here, 
And take away all that we may hold dear; 
Yet we will press ahead, just the same, 
Ever led by His Name, 
For His Truth is the same; yes; 
Although our health and wealth pass in the night; 
Our friends and loved ones all vanish from sight; 
Yet we will face the foe unafraid, 
For we know, if obeyed, 
God will surely send us aid. 


What though temptation await to ensnare; 
And our burdens seem heavy to bear; 
Yet we will do our bit, stand the heat, 
And admit no defeat; 
Call each bitter thing sweet; yes, 
No matter what we are called on to do, 
We will strive the right course to pursue; 
For Thou art with us still, to defend, 
And we will trust our Friend, 
Who is faithful to the end. 


So let the threatening hurricane roar; 

Nor hush the waves that are pounding the shore. 
For He who guides our bark knows the best; 
Light, or dark, ’tis our test; 

And in Him we will rest. Yes, 

In God we trust—He is able to save; 

Even ransom from death and the grave. 

When in our Father’s care naught can harm; 
There’s no cause for alarm. 
He can still the raging storm. 


—L. L. S. 





